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Bhubaneswar: The step-motherly attitude of the Union
Government has drawn flak from Non-Resident Odias
for its decision to ignore the State while announcing
setting up of National Institute of Sciences (NIS) by the
Human Resource Development Department recently.
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make it a movement to fight the injustice meted out to
the State. In an open letter to the Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Congress president Sonia Gandhi,
they have raised some pertinent points.
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They say that since there is no Central institute like IIM
or IIT, people of Odisha were hopeful that NIS, if set up
in Odisha, would have given some sense of pride to
them. It does not have even a Central university, they
lament. In this context, ignoring Odisha in case of NIS
smacks of political consideration, they allege.
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Though Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has written a
letter to the Prime Minister on the issue, till now no
steps have been initiated to give justice to this
backward state, they bemoan.

They point out that if every new Government at the
Centre changes educational investment decisions made
by the previous government, seemingly on the ground
of lack of strength in the ruling party, it will be a big
blow to the Indian democracy.

The also lament the fact that the system of proportional
representation makes the smaller states like Odisha
susceptible to such injustice and apathy. They have
invoked the wisdom of statesmen like Sonia Gandhi and
Arjun Singh to make sure that resources are fairly
distributed across the country.

They have urged the Union Government to reconsider
its decision and add Bhubaneswar in the list of NIS and
regain its dignity and fairplay. It would definitely rescue
Odisha from successive governments’neglect in the
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higher education.

They have, in fact, appreciated the endeavour of the
Union Government in its efforts to set up an AIIMS-like
institute in Odisha.
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