NIS/IISER/equivalent must
be established 1n Orissa.

e Gross injustice to Orissa: Announced National Institute of Sciences in
Bhubaneswar renamed & shifted.

e Orissa ignored, neglected, and shortchanged by the HRD ministry over the years,
and now punished by it.

e This must stop NOW.

¢ Orissa should no longer tolerate such anti-Orissa actions by the HRD
ministry of India.

¢ India should no longer tolerate HRD ministry’s behavior as a fief and its
politically motivated actions that drives parts of India to backwardness and
creates inequality and imbalance and puts pressure on the fabric of India.

Orissa has no institute of national importance (such as an IIT, lIM, lISc, ISI etc.), no central university
and no autonomous science and technology institute. The only institute in Orissa fully funded by the
HRD ministry is an NIT in Rourkela. In contrast the neighbouring state of West Bengal has an IIT, an
IIM, an ISI, a central university, couple of autonomous science and technology institutes, and an NIT.
A rough comparison of their funding reveals that the HRD ministry's funding of the above institutes
in West Bengal is roughly 10-15 times more than in Orissa. Orissa's numerous requests for an IIT
and central universities have been ignored by various HRD ministries.

With that backdrop, in 2003, the NDA government had announced the setting up of 4 National
Institute of Sciences (NISs) in Pune, Bhubaneswar, Allahbad and Chennai. This included a formal
letter from the UGC to Utkal University; an announcement by the then HRD minister; a mention by
the President of India in his speech to the UGC on its Golden Jubilee celebration on 28th Dec 2003;
and a 45 page detailed project report on NIS (which talks in detail about an NIS in Bhubaneswar)
dated May 2004. The current government formed on May 22nd, 2004 seems to have scrapped the
earlier decisions and announcements regarding NISs and has decided and announced two IISERs
(Indian Institute of Science Education and Research) in Pune and Kolkata. The IISERs have the same
objectives as the NISs and are essentially the same as NISs except normal evolution that takes place
when time passes or a project moves from one regime to another. Since Kolkata was not on the
earlier list of NISs and is in the same region as Bhubaneswar, and often large institutes are spread
regionally; essentially the current government has punished Orissa and rewarded West Bengal for
inexplicable (political!) reasons despite the fact that their decision makes the already grave regional
imbalance in HRD funding even worse. Moreover, it now says that no decision was made by the

center regarding establishing an NIS in Bhubaneswar. The following is a compilation of
various documents that show the gross historical neglect by the HRD
ministry of Orissa and the subterfuge that has been adopted recently to
deprive Orissa of the earlier announced NIS in Bhubaneswar.
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Chapter 1

Subterfuge: Announced National Institute of Science in
Bhubaneswar renamed and shifted

1.1 The beginning of the National Institute of Sciences proposal

9th April, 2003: The University Grants Commission (UGC) took a decision to establish
four Centres for Studies in Integrated Sciences at Allahabad, Bhubaneshwar, Chennai and
Pune.

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE) said the above and the
following in the Lok Sabha on December 20th 2005.
See Box 3 or http://164.100.24.208/1s/1sdeb/1s14/ses6/201205.html for his complete statement.

Box 1: A reference to the origin of the statements about 9-4-03 & 23-7-03.

23rd July 2003: Chairman, University Grants Commission had communicated to Vice
Chancellor, Utkal University about the establishment of one of the centers at
Bhubaneswar vide his D.O.No.F-1-74/2003(CM). The following Box contains the full
text of the letter.

From: Arun Nigavekar, Chairman UGC
D.0.No.F.1-74/2003(Cm)

Sub: establishment of National Institute of Sciences: UGC's new initiative in collaboration with other
scientific agencies in the Xth Plan

Dear Prof. Nayak,

You may be aware that growing concern has been expressed at various time on various forums about
continual decline in standards of education at all levels, particularly at tertiary level, as also on the
recent trend of bright boys and girls shying away from science. This trend, over the years, has affected
the quality of human power output into our research and development system. The matter is of national
concern and is reflected in the speech given by the Hon'ble Minister for Human Resource Development.
Professor Murli Manohar Joshi on the occasion of initiation of a Golden Jubilee Year of the UGC. In his
inaugural speech Hon'ble Minister observed as under:

"The undergraduate education in pure sciences is a matter of serious concern. We are going to face
shortage of good researchers in a few years time particularly in our premier research institutes in the
field of Atomic Energy, Space, Bio-technology, Energy, Oil exploration, Communication and so on. We
will have to focus at 10+2 level and "catch them young" for integrated 5 years teaching programme with
a possibility of exit after three years".

Hon'ble Prime minister also, while inaugurating the Golden Jubilee year of the UGC on 28th December,
2002, expressed serious concern on this important issue and suggested creation of such facilities that
will fulfil the need of quality human power input into research and development system. The university
Grants commission was aware of this scenario and addressed this issue in the Xth Plan document. | am
very happy to inform you that the Commission has now decided to establish four centers for studies in
Integrative sciences and these centers would be established in the proximity of following four
universities:
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(i) East: At Bhubaneswar in the proximity of Utkal University.
(ii) West: At Pune in the proximity of University of Pune.

(iii) North: At Allahbad in the proximity of Allahbad University.
(iv) South: At Chennai in the proximity of Anna University.

These centers would be called as National Institute of Sciences(NISc) and would have a budget of Rs
50 crores each spread over five years. The provision of Rs 100 crores has been done for this activity
in the Xth Plan and UGC has approached the Planning Commission for making provision of additional
Rs 100 crores for the project in the period of Xth Plan. Hence, presently each of the NISc would be

provided with Rs.25 crores each.

The commission has also appointed a High powered committee to bring these NISc into operation.
The members of the high power committee are:

. Prof. V. G. Bhide Convenor Former Vice-Chancellor University of Pune

. Prof. S. K. Joshi Member Commission, UGC

. Prof. Ashok Kumar Gupta Member Commission, UGC

. Prof. N. Mukunda Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore

. Prof. D. Balasubramanian Former Director Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad

UGUAWN =

The task for the high power committee is to prepare Memorandum of Association and Rules of NISc
and | am enclosing with this letter a draft MOA as prepared by this committee for NISc for your
perusal.

The NISc would be established as autonomous institutions under clause 12(ccc) of the University
Grants Commission Act in close association and collaboration with various science agencies like
CSIR, DST, DAE, ISRO and DBT. It is anticipated that Utkal University would recognize the NISc as an
autonomous institution and would provide full academic, administrative and financial freedom for
operational purpose. The students coming out from the NISc would get appropriate degree of your
university. It is also anticipated that NISc being a national organization would have a close
academic linkage with the neighbouring university, research and development laboratories as well
as national laboratories and prestigious research institutions and also other universities in the
country. It will also have link with the industries. NISc would also have academic links with
universities and R & D institutions outside the country.

We hope that NISc at your university becomes a major teaching, learning and research center in
basic sciences in times to come. As such the university may have to provide a land of about 50 acres
for establishment of NISc. As mentioned earlier University Grants Commission would be providing
full financial support for the establishment of NISc and would also continue to support each of the
NISc under plan funds even in the future.

You may agree that this is one of the very important initiatives that has been taken by the
University Grants Commission in recent years with emphasis on catching the best of the minds for
launching them in research and development field in science and technology. | am sending this
letter to keep you informed about this new initiative and also with a request to initiate at
appropriate level the decision making process for acceptance of NISc as an autonomous degree
conferring institution and providing administrative as well as logistic support for the establishment
of the NISc. | may also suggest that you could call a meeting of all heads of local educational and R
& D institutions/laboratories and brief them about this development. Their participation in
formation and running of institute is very crucial for the success of Nisc.

| look forward for a positive response at your end on this new initiative of UGC.
with kind rewards
yours sincerely

Arun Nigavekar

Enc: As above
Prof. Pandav Nayak, Vice Chancellor, Utkal University, Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar -751004

Box 2: Full text of the letter from the UGC Chairman to the Utkal VC in July 03.
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1.2 The current government's version of events after that (Lok Sabha speech)

Ministry of HRD vide its letter dated 9th June 2003 had raised a query, whether UGC is
legally empowered to set up such educational Centres under Section 12 (ccc) of the UGC
Act. The matter was further examined in detail in the Ministry of HRD in consultation
with the Ministry of Law. The Ministry of Law categorically opined that the UGC cannot
establish the proposed Centres for Studies in Integrated Sciences under Sections 12 (ccc)
or under 12 (j) of the UGC Act. The UGC was accordingly informed by the Ministry vide
its letter dated October 28, 2003.

Re: The reported decision of the Government to change the location of the proposed National
Institute of Science from Bhubaneshwar to Kolkata

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE): A couple of days ago, Hon’ble Member of
Parliament Shri B. K. Tripathi and some other Hon’ble Members representing the State of Orissa
wanted to know whether the Government has decided to change the location of National Institute of
Science from Bhubneshwar to Kolkata. | assured the Hon’ble Members that after ascertaining the facts
| shall come to the House and inform the Members.

The facts are - On 9th April, 2003, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has taken a decision to
establish four Centres for Studies in Integrated Sciences at Allahabad, Bhubaneshwar, Chennai and
Pune. These Centre were proposed to be established under Section 12 (ccc) of the UGC Act. Vide this
Section of the UGC Act, University Grants Commission is empowered to establish, in accordance with
the regulation made under the UGC Act, institutions, for providing common facilities, services and
programmes for a group of Universities or for the Universities in general. Ministry of HRD vide its
letter dated 9th June 2003 had raised a query, whether UGC is legally empowered to set up such
educational Centres under Section 12 (ccc) of the UGC Act. The matter was further examined in detail
in the Ministry o HRD in consultation with the Ministry of Law. The Ministry of Law categorically
opined that the UGC cannot establish the proposed Centres for Studies in Integrated Sciences under
Sections 12 (ccc) or under 12 (j) of the UGC Act. The UGC was accordingly informed by the Ministry
vide its letter dated October 28, 2003. As such, the UGC’s proposal to establish four Centres for
Studies in Integrated Sciences under Sections 12 (ccc) or under 12(j) of the UGC Act at Allahabad,
Bhubaneswar, Chennai and Pune could not materialize.

The Government of India has at no time approved setting up of Institutes, as proposed by the UGC.
The Chairman, UGC thereafter informed the Government vide his letter dated November 26, 2003
that the UGC would like to facilitate setting up these institutions as fully autonomous institutions
under the universities in which these institutions are to be established. Even this proposal was never

agreed to bv the Government.

Box 3: Hon’ble minister Pranab Mukherjee's statement in the Lok Sabha on Dec
20, 2003, available at http://164.100.24.208/1s/1sdeb/Is14/ses6/201205.html

As such, the UGC’s proposal to establish four Centres for Studies in Integrated Sciences
under Sections 12 (ccc) or under 12(j) of the UGC Act at Allahabad, Bhubaneswar,
Chennai and Pune could not materialize.

The Government of India has at no time approved setting up of Institutes, as proposed by
the UGC. The Chairman, UGC thereafter informed the Government vide his letter dated
November 26, 2003 that the UGC would like to facilitate setting up these institutions as
fully autonomous institutions under the universities in which these institutions are to be
established. Even this proposal was never agreed to by the Government.
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1.3 Inconsistency and omissions: Events between 26-11-03 & 22-5-04

The last statement is not quite consistent with the events that happened (and was not
mentioned by the honorable minister) between 26™ November 2003 and May 22" 2004,
when the new UPA government was formed. Here are some documents and quotes from
them that shed light on the developments in that period and that counter the Hon’ble
minister’s statement in the last page.

PIB Press Releases Pa

R
[
=8
(=]

The meating was also informed of the steps initiated to improve the qualily of
teaching and rosaarch. it was informed that at post-graduata loval a cradit-basad,
modular approach is being introduced. UGC has recently upgraded monetary
support at individual, group and dapartment lkevals and has opanad for collages such
incantive schamas as ware aarier confined to univarsitios. Whils five univarsitios
warg identified this year, with potential for excellence, viz. Channai Hyderabad,
Jadhavpur, Puna and Jawaharlal Nahru Open Univarsity, five more univarsitios will
be identfiad next year to promote excellence among universiies especially in
mattars of resoarch. Four nationaldowel institutes are also beoing established at
Bhubaneshwar, Channai, Puna and Allahabad.

It was informed that UGC has started menitoring the haalth of univarsities using
paramatars for academic parformanca, ressarch performance and govemance. It
intands to provide incentives to universties and colleges scoring high on these
paramatars.

Strossing that despite many recant initiatives, tha quality of ressarch still remains a
matter of concam, Dr. Joshi asked UGC to promote scientific excallance in teaching
institutions at a fast paca. While welcoming the exchangs of students among
countries, he said that if the quality of teaching and research in Indian univarsities is
brought to top global standards, such axchanges of studonts would ba economically
banaficial to tha country.

Dr. Joshi alse exprassed concarn at the low interest shown by students in basic
sciancas. Arguing that today's technologios am the outcoma of fundamental
rasaarch undertaken in the past, Dr. Joshi called upon UGEC to sea how studants’
intarast in basic sciences could be rejuvanated. He informed that the Govemment
has deddad to obsarve 2004 as the year of scientific awaroness and a vigyan rai,
ia. icienoe axhibition on wheals, is being flagged off by tha Prime Minister naxt
waalk,

In tha prasantation for the Membors of Padiament, it was informad that a larga
number of private universities have come up in the mcent past especially in
Chhattisgarh. Membars exprossad concern ovar mushrooming of institutions of
leaming withaut rquisite infrastrecture and faculty. UGC infermed the Membars that
it has rocantly issuad rogulations for establishmant and maintanance of private
univarsities and the Council has asked the private universities already established to
comply with the ragulations within three months failing which their degreas would be
da-racognisad.

Dr. Joshi alse emphasisad the need for promotion of sports in universities. Ha also
agresd with the mambars that the working of UGC noeds to bo raviewad in the
prasant context and informed that an amandment to the UGC Ad is being drafted to
giva mor tesath to the Coundcil to enabla it to usher in reforms in the higher education
sactor.

The following membears ware presant from Lok Sabha : S/Shri’ Ms. Sharad Pawar,
Savshibhai Makwana, Dr.Boatrix D'Souza, Vinay Kumar Sorake Ananta Nayak and
Ramsath Thakur. The mombars prasont from Rajya Sabha wers: S/Shi'Ms. Savita
Sharda, Chandra Kala Panday, Dr. AK. Patel, Dr. Kumkum Rai, Dr. Faguni Ram,
K.Rahman Khan, Jayantilal 5. Barot and Dr. Bimal Jalan.

[previous releass] [next releass]

http:#pib.nic. infarchieve/lreleng/yr2003/rde c2003/ 10122003/ 101 22003 1 3.html 142006

Box 4: Page 2 of PIB article dated 10th December 2003 available at
http://pib.nic.in/archieve/lreleng/lyr2003/rdec2003/10122003/r1012200313.html
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In the Ministry of Human Resource Development and Science & Technology's Press release,
dated 10th December, 2003 at
http://pib.nic.in/archieve/lreleng/lyr2003/rdec2003/10122003/r1012200313.html and titled
INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY TO BE USED IN A BIG WAY FOR EXPANSION OF
HIGHER EDUCATION: DR JOSHI UNIVERSITIES ASKED TO COMPLY WITH UGC REGULATIONS
WITHIN THREE MONTHS CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF HRD MINISTRY MEETS we have the
following:

**... The meeting was also informed of the steps initiated to improve the quality of teaching and research. It
was informed that at post-graduate level a credit-based, modular approach is being introduced. UGC has
recently upgraded monetary support at individual, group and department levels and has opened for colleges
such incentive schemes as were earlier confined to universities. While five universities were identified this
year, with potential for excellence, viz. Chennai, Hyderabad, Jadhavpur, Pune and Jawaharlal Nehru Open
University, five more universities will be identified next year to promote excellence among universities
especially in matters of research. Four national-level institutes are also being established at Bhubaneshwar,
Chennai, Pune and Allahabad. ..."
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Box 5A: Top half of UGC news dated January 2004 and available at
http://www.ugc.ac.in/pub/jan_2004/12.htm

comnected by March,

Now let us consider the document titled ““Modern Technologies - the only alternative for
Expansion of Higher Education" which is at http://www.ugc.ac.in/pub/jan_2004/12.htm .
It is about Prof. MM Joshi(the then HRD minister of India)'s address on 9th December
2003 and includes the following:
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“*Dr. Joshi also informed the members about the steps initiated by the UGC for improving the relevance
and quality of teaching and research, such as introduction of utility-oriented programmes along with the
traditional degree; identifying the universities with potential for excellence; to establish four National
Institutes of Sciences at Bhubaneshwar, Chennai, Pune and Allahabad; monitoring the universities using
parameters for academic performance, research performance and governance and providing incentives to
universities and colleges scoring high on these parameters."”

The complete statement is given in Box 5A and 5B.
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humantties and other disciplines have
been made electronically avalable to
the unrversites. A& satelite, devoted
exclusively to education iz proposed
to be launched wathmn the nexmt few

for promotion of sports i untversihes.
The follewing members were present
from Lok Sabha S/Shrilds. Sharad
Pawar, Savshibhan Makwana, Dr.

EBeatrrz  D'Souza, WVmay Kumar

weo sharng  of mtemancfna..l months to make quality study material | Sorake Ananta MNayale and Ratnseth

experience and expertise; ) .

development of  international available through telewision and other | Thakur. The members present from

partnerships and linkages: comtrumc ation channels. Rajya Sabha were: 3/Shrilds. Sawta

development of content platforms, | Dr. Joshi also mformed the members | Sharda, Chandra Kala Pandey, Dr.

tools and techniques for about the steps initiated by the TGC | AKX, Patel, Dr. Eumbum Eai, Dr.

development, delivery and for inprowing the relevance and|Faguni Ram, K. Rahman Khan,

managerment of e-learning, quality of teaching and research, such | Jayantilal 2. Barot and

development of quality assessment | o inwoduction  of utility-oriented | Dr. Bimal Talan. ]

standar.ds and external evaluation of programmes along with

e-learning prograrmtres. |

12 UGC News, January, 2004 =l
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Box 5B: Bottom half of UGC news dated January 2004 and available at
http://www.ugc.ac.in/pub/jan_2004/12.htm

Box 6 in the next page contains the complete text of the URL
http://www.ugc.ac.in/new_initiatives/newnis.html under the heading “Setting up new
NISc,” and is self explanatory. It contains the following text:

India has an opportunity to become the global R & D Hub. For this, the most important intervention would
be to selectively and preferentially raise the standards of science education for a small section of bright
students taking up science because overall status of science education suffer from severe handicaps. This is
essential not only to meet the requirement high quality people in science to man and lead out national lab
system and mission oriented agencies that is likely to face crisis in coming years due to large number of
senior people retiring, but also to move up the value chain in global R & D services, where India is
favourably positioned. This would also provide a new Model of Science Education in the Country.
Therefore, it is proposed that a number of new science institutes (to begin with four) may be set-up at
different places in the country to be the Centres of Excellence in Science Education. These institutes
would occupy prime position in the area of science education as IITs and IIMs occupy for technology
and management education in the global setting today.

9

For educational purposes and for free distribution only. Not for sale and not for any commercial purpose.
Compiled on behalf of Agamee Odisha by Prof. C. Baral with the help of D. Kar, Dr. M. Pradhan and Dr. D. Patra. Sponsors
include OSA. Local copies of all documents mentioned in this article are available through http://iiser.blogspot.com.



i Mew NISc - University Grants Commission 1 Page | of 2

f f | u
University Grants Commission LEH

A0 R (AT Righer e eation tar 31

Setting up New NISc

Hew Initiatives
Wyas H E Channel
UGC Infoliet
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Performance Radars
FIHEAD India has an opportunity to become the global B & D Hub. For this, the most
important intervention would be to selectively and preferentially raise the
stendards of science education for 8 amall 2action of bright studsnts Laking
H E Infarmatian System up science becauwse overall status of science education suffer from severe
Pramotion el KB E-THL handicaps. This is essential net only to meet the requirement high quality
people in science bo mean and lesd out netionel lab sysktern and mission
oriented agencies that is likely to face crisis in coming years due to large
nurmber of sanior people retiing, but alse W move up the walue chain in
global B & D services, where India is favourably positioned. This would also
provide & new Model of Science Education in the Country. Therefore, it is
proposed that a number of néw science institutes (ko begin with four) may
be seb-up et different places in the country Bs be the Centres of Excellence in
Science Education. These institutes would accupy prime position in the area
ef science education as IITs and ITMs occupy for bechnology and
management education in the global salting today_

Setting up new N I Se
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These institutes would be established &t Allahabad near Alshabad
University, at Chennei nesr Anne University, &t Pune near Pune University
and at Bhuvaneshwar near Utkal University. They would primarily offer
integrated five-year basic and applied science education programme, leading
te a Masters Degree and would have linkages with Natienal research labs
science agencies and industry right from their inception. With & view to
ensure that these Institutes come up fast, these will be incubsated &g a part
of the axisting premiér universities. Though, these Institutes would be for
all purpeses, autonomous institutions of the Link Universities with full
seademic, Bdministrative and financial aubonormy. ARthough the link
university will award educational and research degrees to the scholars and
gstudents of this Institube in the initial phase, these Insbitutes will hawve
complete and total freedom to lay down their courses, frame suitable course
structure, method of teaching and evaluation. This arganic link with the Link
universities would be wery crucial in the initial phases. Established
Uniwersities would help to nurture the Instituts Gl they mature to be on thedr
WM.

Farmal announcement for setting up of these Institutes was rmede by HE
President of India on December 28, 2003 on occasion of the concluding
ceremeny of the Gelden Jubilee of the UGC. Academic, administrative and
financial details have been worked out and the propessal i in the approval
process.

See Also Detailed Project Report. | pdf)

Any enquiries or suggestions on this initiative may be addressed o In-
charge, Mew Initiatives & F& (UGC), University Grants Commission {IGC),
Bahadur Shah, Zafar Marg, Mew Delhi -110002. You can reach him &t
pegarwabluge.ac.in

http: fwww.nge ac.in/new_initiative snewnis.html 412006
Box 6: UGC web page about President's address

These institutes would be established at Allahabad near Allahabad University, at Chennai near Anna
University, at Pune near Pune University and at Bhuvaneshwar near Utkal University. They would
primarily offer integrated five-year basic and applied science education programme, leading to a Masters
Degree and would have linkages with National research labs science agencies and industry right from their
inception. With a view to ensure that these Institutes come up fast, these will be incubated as a part of the
existing premier universities. Though, these Institutes would be, for all purposes, autonomous institutions
of the Link Universities with full academic, administrative and financial autonomy. Although the link
university will award educational and research degrees to the scholars and students of this Institute in the
initial phase, these Institutes will have complete and total freedom to lay down their courses, frame suitable
course structure, method of teaching and evaluation. This organic link with the Link universities would be
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very crucial in the initial phases. Established Universities would help to nurture the Institute till they mature
to be on their own.

Formal announcement for setting up of these Institutes was made by HE (sic) President of India on
December 28, 2003 on occasion of the concluding ceremony of the Golden Jubilee of the UGC.
Academic, administrative and financial details have been worked out and the proposal is in the approval
process.

Special attention should be paid to the last but one sentence. For further corroboration of
the above we now reproduce a part of the President’s address on December 28, 2003.

Number of schemes have been launched by UGC for the development of the Universities and Colleges, provide
access of education to all the section of the society equitably, especially for the under privileged and differently
abled persons. I understand that UGC has also launched career oriented courses at the academic staff colleges.
To meet the challenges in education and in global society, UGC has evolved a scheme of granting potential for
excellence status to selected universities. It is good UGC is creating four National Institute of Science at
Chennai, Pune, Allahabad and Bhubaneshwar for promoting excellence in Science Education in collaboration with
CSIR, DBT, ISRO, DAE, DST, DRDO and Department of Oceanography. Generating the sustained interest in the
scientific discipline, will need continuity in provision of employment.

Box 7: A part of 